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“Category A Environmentally Sensitive Area” means any area listed in Schedule 12, part 1, section 1 of the 

Environmental Protection Regulation 2008.  

“Category B Environmentally Sensitive Area” means any area listed in Schedule 12, part 1, section 2 of the 
Environmental Protection Regulation 2008. 

“Category C Environmentally Sensitive Area” means any of the following areas: 
o Nature Refuges as defined under the Nature Conservation Act 1992; 
o Koala Habitat Areas as defined under the Nature Conservation (Koala) Conservation Plan 2006; 
o State Forests or Timber Reserves as defined under the Forestry Act 1959; 
o Regional parks (resource use area) under the Nature Conservation Act 1992;
o An area validated as “Essential Habitat” from ground-truthing surveys in accordance with the Vegetation 

Management Act 1999 for a species of wildlife listed as endangered or vulnerable under the Nature 
Conservation Act 1992; 

o Of Concern Regional Ecosystems that are remnant vegetation identified in the database called ‘RE 
description database’ containing Regional Ecosystem numbers and descriptions. 

“certification or certified by a suitably qualified and experienced person” in relation to a design plan, ‘as 
constructed’ drawings or an annual report regarding dams, means that a statutory declaration has been made by 
that person and, when taken together with any attached or appended documents referenced in that declaration, all 
of the following aspects are addressed and are sufficient to allow an independent audit at any time: 
o exactly what is being certified and the precise nature of that certification. 
o the relevant legislative, regulatory and technical criteria on which the certification has been based; 
o the relevant data and facts on which the certification has been based, the source of that material, and the 

efforts made to obtain all relevant data and facts; and 
o the reasoning on which the certification has been based using the relevant data and facts, and the relevant 

criteria. 

“certified or certification” in relation to any matter other than a design plan, ‘as constructed’ drawings or an 
annual report regarding dams means, a Statutory Declaration by a suitably qualified person or suitably qualified 

third party accompanying the written document stating: 

 the person’s qualifications and experience relevant to the function 
 that the person has not knowingly included false, misleading or incomplete information in the document 
 that the person has not knowingly failed to reveal any relevant information or document to the 

administering authority 
 that the document addresses the relevant matters for the function and is factually correct; and 
 that the opinions expressed in the document are honestly and reasonably held.  

“clearing” for vegetation: 

(a) means remove, cut down, ringbark, push over, poison or destroy in any way including by burning, 
flooding or draining; but 

(b) does not include destroying standing vegetation by stock, or lopping a tree. 

“closed-loop systems” means using waste on site in a way that does not release waste or contaminants in the 
waste to the environment.
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“coal seam gas water” means underground water brought to the surface of the earth, or moved underground 

in connection with exploring for, or producing coal seam gas.

“commercial species” means species as listed in parts 1, 2 and 3 of Schedule 6 of the 
Vegetation Management Regulation 2012, which are above the diameters / sizes specified in 
this Schedule for each listed species. 

“control measure” has the meaning in section 47 of the Environmental Protection Regulation 2008 and means 
a device, equipment, structure, or management strategy used to prevent or control the release of a contaminant 

or waste to the environment.

“construction” in relation to a dam includes building a new dam and modifying or lifting an 
existing dam but does not include investigations and testing necessary for the purposes of 
preparing a design plan. 

“contaminant” can be:  

(a) a gas, liquid or solid; or 
(b) an odour; or 
(c) an organism (whether alive or dead), including a virus; or 
(d) energy including noise, heat radioactivity and electromagnetic radiation; or 
(e) a combination of contaminants. 

“contaminated land” means land contaminated by a hazardous contaminant.

“daily peak design capacity” for sewage treatment works, has the meaning in Schedule 2, section 63(4) of the 

Environmental Protection Regulation 2008 as the higher equivalent person (EP) for the works calculated using 
each of the formulae found in the definition for EP.

“dam” means a land-based structure or a void that is designed to contains, diverts or controls flowable 
substances, and includes any substances that are thereby contained, diverted or controlled by that land-based 
structure or void and associated works.  A dam does not mean a fabricated or manufactured tank or container, 
designed and constructed to an Australian Standard that deals with strength and structural integrity of that tank 
or container. 

“declared plant pest species” has the meaning in the Land Protection (Pest and Stock Route Management) 

Regulation 2003 and is a plant declared to be a declared pest under section 36 (Declaring Pests by Regulation) 

or section 37(2) (Declaring Pest under Emergency Pest Notice) of that Act and includes reproductive material of 
the plant.

“declared pest species” has the meaning in the Land Protection (Pest and Stock Route Management) 
Regulation 2003 and is a live animal or plant declared to be a declared pest under section 36 (Declaring Pests 
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by Regulation) or section 37(2) (Declaring Pest under Emergency Pest Notice) of that Act and includes 
reproductive material of the animal or plant.

“design plan” is the documentation required to describe the physical dimensions of the dam, the materials and 
standards to be used for construction of the dam, and the criteria to be used for operating the dam.  The 
documents must include design and investigation reports, specifications and certifications, together with the 
planned decommissioning and rehabilitation works and outcomes.  A design plan may include ‘as constructed’ 
drawings.

“development well” means a petroleum well which produces or stores petroleum. For clarity, a development 

well does not include an appraisal well.

“document” has the meaning in the Acts Interpretation Act 1954 and means: 

 any paper or other material on which there is writing; and 
 any paper or other material on which there are marks; and 
 figures, symbols or perforations having a meaning for a person qualified to interpret them; and 
 any disc, tape or other article or any material from which sounds, images, writings or messages are 

capable of being produced or reproduced (with or without the aid of another article or device). 

“ecologically dominant layer” has the meaning in the Methodology for Surveying and Mapping of Regional 
Ecosystems and Vegetation Communities in Queensland (Version 3.2 August 2012) and means the layer 

making the greatest contribution to the overall biomass of the site and the vegetation community (NLWRA 
2001). This is also referred to as the ecologically dominant stratum or the predominant canopy in woody 
ecosystems.

“ecosystem function” means the interactions between and within living and nonliving components of an 
ecosystem and generally correlates with the size, shape and location of the vegetation community.

“enclosed flare” means a device where the residual gas is burned in a cylindrical or rectilinear enclosure that 

includes a burning system and a damper where air for the combustion reaction is admitted.

“environmental harm” has the meaning in section 14 of the Environmental Protection Act 1994 and means 
any adverse effect, or potential adverse effect (whether temporary or permanent and of whatever magnitude, 

duration or frequency) on an environmental value, and includes environmental nuisance. 

Environmental harm may be caused by an activity— 

(a) whether the harm is a direct or indirect result of the activity; or 
(b) whether the harm results from the activity alone or from the combined effects of the activity and 

other activities or factors. 
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“environmental nuisance” has the meaning in section 15 of the Environmental Protection Act 1994 and 

means unreasonable interference or likely interference with an environmental value caused by— 

(a) aerosols, fumes, light, noise, odour, particles or smoke; or 
(b) an unhealthy, offensive or unsightly condition because of contamination; or 
(c) another way prescribed by regulation. 

“equivalent person” or “EP” has the meaning under section 3 of the Planning Guidelines For Water Supply and 
Sewerage, 2005, published by the Queensland Government. It is calculated in accordance with Schedule 2, 
Section 63(4) of the Environmental Protection Regulation 2008 where: 

 EP = V/200 where V is the volume, in litres, of the average dry weather flow of sewage that can be treated 
at the works in a day; or 

 EP = M/2.5 where M is the mass, in grams, of phosphorus in the influent that the works are designed to 
treat as the inlet load in a day. 

“existing low hazard dam” means a low hazard dam that was constructed and/or whose construction had 
substantially commenced on 23 March 2018. 

“exploration well” means a petroleum well that is drilled to: 

 explore for the presence of petroleum or natural underground reservoirs suitable for storing petroleum; or 
 obtain stratigraphic information for the purpose of exploring for petroleum. For clarity, an exploration well 

does not include an appraisal or development well. 

“field validation surveys” means vegetation assessments undertaken in accordance with the most current 

version of the Methodology for Survey and Mapping of Regional Ecosystems and Vegetation Communities in 
Queensland.  

“flare pits” has the meaning in the Manual for Assessing Consequence Categories and Hydraulic Performance 

of Structures (EM635), and means containment area where any hydrocarbon that is discovered in an over-
pressured reservoir during a drilling operation is diverted to, and combusted, The flare pit is only used during the 

drilling and work over process on a petroleum well.

“flare precipitant” means waste fluids which result from the operation of a flare.

“floodplains” has the meaning in the Water Act 2000 and means an area of reasonably flat land adjacent to a 
watercourse that— 

 is covered from time to time by floodwater overflowing from the watercourse; and 
 does not, other than in an upper valley reach, confine floodwater to generally follow the path of the 

watercourse; and 

http://www.ehp.qld.gov.au/register/p01418aa.pdf
http://www.ehp.qld.gov.au/register/p01418aa.pdf
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 has finer sediment deposits than the sediment deposits of any bench, bar or in-stream island of the 
watercourse. 

“fuel burning or combustion facility” means a permanent fuel burning or combustion equipment which in 
isolation, or combined in operation, or which are interconnected, is, or are capable of burning more than 500 kg 

of fuel in an hour.

“GDA” means Geocentric Datum of Australia. 

“general ecologically significant wetland” otherwise known as “wetlands of other environmental value”, is a 
wetland that meets the definition of a wetland and that is shown as a general ecologically significant wetland or 

“wetlands of other environmental value” on the map of referable wetlands.

“Great Artesian Basin (GAB) spring” means an area protected under the Environment Protection and 
Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 because it is considered to be a Matter of National Environmental 

Significance and identified as a: 

 community of native species dependent on natural discharge of groundwater from the Great Artesian 
Basin; or 

 Great Artesian Basin spring; or 
 Great Artesian Basin discharge spring wetland. 
A GAB spring includes a spring vent, spring complex or watercourse spring and includes the land to which water 
rises naturally from below the ground and the land over which the water then flows. 

Note: The Australian Government’s Protected Matters Search Tool should be used to get an indication of 

whether the area of interest may contain an MNES spring. 

Note: The GAB springs dataset can be requested from the Queensland Government Herbarium 

“greywater” means wastewater generated from domestic activities such as laundry, dishwashing, and bathing. 
Greywater does not include sewage.

“groundwater dependent ecosystems (GDE)” means ecosystems which require access to groundwater on a 
permanent or intermittent basis to meet all or some of their water requirements so as to maintain their 
communities of plants and animals, ecological processes and ecosystem services.

For the purposes of the environmental authority, groundwater dependent ecosystems do not include those 
mapped as “unknown”.

“growing” means to increase by natural development, as any living organism or part thereof by assimilation of 

nutriment; increase in size or substance.
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“hazard category” means a category, either low significant or high, into which a dam is assessed as a result of 
the application of tables and other criteria in Manual for Assessing Hazard Categories and Hydraulic 
Performance of Dams, prepared by the Department of Environment and Science, as amended from time to 
time. 

“high value regrowth” vegetation means  
o any of the following: 

 an endangered regional ecosystem; 
 an of concern regional ecosystem; 
 a least concern regional ecosystem; and 

o have not been cleared since 31 December 1989; and 
o is shown on a regrowth vegetation map. 

“hydraulic fracturing” means a technique used to create cracks in underground coal seams to 
increase the flow and recovery of gas or oil out of a well.  It involves pumping a fluid, 
comprised largely of water and sand, under pressure, into a coal seam.  This action 
fractures the coal seam which provides a pathway that increases the ability for gas to flow 
through the coal. 

“hydraulic performance” means the capacity of a regulated dam to contain or safely pass 
flowable substances based on a probability (AEP) of performance failure specified for the 
relevant hazard category Manual for Assessing Hazard Categories and Hydraulic 
Performance of Dams, prepared by the Department of Environment and Science, as 
amended from time to time. 

“hydraulic testing” means the testing of a geological formation to evaluate the hydrogeological 
characteristics of the formation.

“impulsive (for noise)” means sound characterised by brief excursions of sound pressure (acoustic impulses) 

that significantly exceed the background sound pressure. The duration of a single impulsive sound is usually 
less than one second.

“incidental activity” for this environmental authority means an activity that is not a specified relevant activity 
and is necessary to carry out the activities listed in Schedule A, Table 1 – Scale and Intensity for the Activities.

“infrastructure” means plant or works including for example, communication systems, compressors, 
powerlines, pumping stations, reservoirs, roads and tracks, water storage dams, evaporation or storage ponds 
and tanks, equipment, buildings and other structures built for the purpose and duration of the conduct of the 
petroleum activity(ies) including temporary structures or structures of an industrial or technical nature, including, 
for example, mobile and temporary camps.   
Infrastructure does not include other facilities required for the long term management of the impact of those 
petroleum activities or the protection of potential resources. Such other facilities include dams other than water 
storage dams (e.g. evaporation dams), pipelines and assets, that have been decommissioned, rehabilitated, 
and lawfully recognised as being subject to subsequent transfer with ownership of the land. 
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“inventory” in relation to existing petroleum activities means: 
o relevant shapefiles which clearly show the location of infrastructure; and
o metadata for the relevant shapefiles which includes the infrastructure ID, latitude and longitude, and date of 

disturbance for the activity. 

“LA 90, adj, 15mins” means the A-weighted sound pressure level, adjusted for tonal character that is equal to 

or exceeded for 90% of any 15 minutes sample period equal, using Fast response.

“LAeq,adj, 15mins” means the A-weighted sound pressure level of a continuous steady sound, adjusted for 
tonal character, that within any 15 minute period has the same square sound pressure as a sound level that 

varies with time.

“land degradation” has the meaning in the Vegetation Management Act 1999 and means the following: 

 soil erosion 
 rising water tables 
 the expression of salinity 
 mass movement by gravity of soil or rock 
 stream bank instability 
 a process that results in declining water quality. 

“landholders’ active groundwater bores” means bores that are able to continue to provide a reasonable yield 
of water in terms of quantity for the bores authorised purpose or use. This term does not include monitoring 
bores owned by the administering authority of the Water Act 2000.

“levee” means a dyke or bund that is designed only to provide for the containment and diversion of stormwater 
or flood flows from a contributing catchment, or containment and diversion of flowable materials resulting from 
unplanned releases from other works of infrastructure, during the progress of those stormwater or flood flows or 
those unplanned releases; and does not store any significant volume of water or flowable substances at any 
other times. 

“limited impact camps” mean accommodation camps that: 

 are temporary (no more than 6 months); 
 are located within pre-existing areas of clearing or significant disturbance; 
 are up to 2 ha or located within well sites; and 
 may involve sewage treatment works that are no release works or release works that involve an irrigation 

release within pre-existing areas of clearing or significant disturbance. 
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“limited impact petroleum activities” means petroleum activities that are located within areas that are not a 

regional ecosystem and: 

 are single well sites (includes observation, pilot, injection and production wells) greater than 1.25 ha; or 
 are multi-well sites greater than 3 ha; and 
 may involve construction of new access tracks that are required as part of the construction or servicing a 

petroleum activity that can be lawfully carried out within an ESA or its protection zone; and 
 may involve upgrading or maintenance of existing roads or tracks; and 
 may include power and communication lines; and 
 may include gas gathering lines from a well site to the initial compression facility; and 
 may include water gathering lines from a well site to the initial water storage or dam. 

“limited petroleum activities” mean any low impact petroleum activity, and: 

 single well sites (includes observation, pilot, injection and production wells) up to 1 ha and associated 
infrastructure (water pumps and generators, sumps, flare pits or dams) located on the well site or up to 
1.25 ha if the well pad includes the use of a tank (minimum 1ML) for above ground fluid storage, 

 multi-well sites up to an additional (in addition to single well site above) 0.25 ha per additional well and 
associated infrastructure (water pumps and generators, sumps, flare pits, dams or tanks) located on the 
well site to a maximum of 3 ha, 

 construction of new access tracks that are required as part of the construction or servicing a petroleum 
activity that can be lawfully carried out within an ESA or its protection zone 

 upgrading or maintenance of existing roads or tracks, 
 power and communication lines, 
 gas gathering lines from a well site to the initial compression facility, 
 water gathering lines from a well site to the initial water storage or dam, 
 camps within well site that may involve sewage treatment works that are a no release works. 

“linear infrastructure” means powerlines, pipelines, flowlines, roads and access tracks.  

“long term noise event” means a noise exposure, when perceived at a sensitive receptor, persists for a period 
of greater than five (5) days, even when there are respite periods when the noise is inaudible within those five 

(5) days. 

 “lopping” a tree, means cutting or pruning its branches, but does not include — 

o removing its trunk; and 
o cutting or pruning its branches so severely that it is likely to die. 

“low flow” means flow up to the one month average recurrence interval.

“low hazard dam” means any dam in the low hazard category as assessed using the Manual for Assessing 
Hazard Categories and Hydraulic Performance of Dams, prepared by the Department of Environment and 
Science, as amended from time to time. 
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“low impact petroleum activities” means petroleum activities which do not result in the clearing of native 

vegetation, earthworks or excavation work that cause either, a significant disruption to the soil profile or 
permanent damage to vegetation that cannot be easily rehabilitated immediately after the activity is completed. 

Examples of such activities include but are not necessarily limited to: 

 chipholes 
 coreholes 
 geophysical surveys 
 seismic surveys 
 soil surveys 
 topographic surveys 
 cadastral surveys 
 ecological surveys 
 installation of environmental monitoring equipment (including surface water) 

“mandatory reporting level” or “MRL” means a warning and reporting level determined in accordance with 
the criteria in the “Manual for Assessing Hazard Categories and Hydraulic Performance of Dams” prepared by 
the Department of Environment and Science, as amended from time to time.

“map of referrable wetlands” has the meaning in Schedule 12 of the Environmental Protection Regulation 

2008 and means the ‘Map of referable wetlands’, a document approved by the chief executive on 4 November 
2011 and published by the department, as amended from time to time by the chief executive under section 

144D.

“Max LpA, 15 min” means the absolute maximum instantaneous A-weighted sound pressure level, measured 
over 15 minutes.

“Max LpZ, 15 min” means the maximum value of the Z-weighted sound pressure level measured over 15 

minutes.

“medium term noise event” is a noise exposure, when perceived at a sensitive receptor, persists for an 
aggregate period not greater than five (5) days and does not re-occur for a period of at least four (4) weeks. Re-

occurrence is deemed to apply where a noise of comparable level is observed at the same receptor location for a 
period of one hour or more, even if it originates from a difference source or source location.

“methodology” means the science of method, especially dealing with the logical principles underlying the 

organisation of the various special sciences, and the conduct of scientific inquiry.
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“mix-bury-cover method” means the stabilisation of residual drilling solids in the bottom of a sump by mixing 

with subsoil and which occurs in accordance with the following methodology: 

 the base of the subsoil and residual solid mixture must be separated from the groundwater table by at least 
one metre of a continuous layer of impermeable subsoil material (kw=10– 8m/s) or subsoil with a clay 
content of greater than 20%; and 

 the residual solids is mixed with subsoil in the sump and cover; and 
 the subsoil and residual solids is mixed at least three parts subsoil to one part waste (v/v); and 
 a minimum of one metre of clean subsoil must be placed over the subsoil and residual solids mixture; and 
 topsoil is replaced. 

“month” has the meaning in the Acts Interpretation Act 1954 and means a calendar month and is a period starting 
at the beginning of any day of one (1) of the 12 named months and ending— 

 immediately before the beginning of the corresponding day of the next named month; or 
 if there is no such corresponding day—at the end of the next named month. 

“NATA accreditation” means accreditation by the National Association of Testing Authorities Australia. 

“pest” means species:  

o declared under the Land Protection (Pest and Stock route Management) Act 2002;
o declared under Local Government model local laws; and  
o which may become invasive in the future. 

“pipeline waste water” means hydrostatic testing water, flush water or water from low point drains.

“pre-disturbed land use” means the function or use of the land as documented prior to significant disturbance 

occurring at that location.

“predominant species” has the meaning in the Methodology for Surveying and Mapping of Regional 
Ecosystems and Vegetation Communities in Queensland (Version 3.2 August 2012) and means a species that 

contributes most to the overall above-ground biomass of a particular stratum. 

“prescribed environmental matter” has the meaning in section 10 of the Environmental Offsets Act 2014, 
limited to the matters of State environmental significant listed in schedule 2 of the Environmental Offsets 
Regulation 2014.

“primary protection zone” means an area within a 200 metre buffer from the boundary of any Category A, B 
or C Environmentally Sensitive Area.
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“produced water” has the meaning in Section 15A of the Petroleum and Gas (Production and Safety) Act 2004 

and means CSG water or associated water for a petroleum tenure. 

“protected area” means any area listed in Part 4, Section 14 of the Nature Conservation Act 1992. 

“regional ecosystem(s)” has the meaning in the Methodology for Surveying and Mapping of Regional 

Ecosystems and Vegetation Communities in Queensland (Version 3.2 August 2012) and means a vegetation 
community in a bioregion that is consistently associated with a particular combination geology, landform and 
soil. Regional ecosystems of Queensland were originally described in Sattler and Williams (1999). The Regional 

Ecosystems Description Database (Queensland Herbarium 2013) is maintained by Queensland Herbarium and 
contains the current descriptions of regional ecosystems.  

“regrowth vegetation map” means a map certified by the chief executive as the regrowth vegetation map for 

the State and showing for the State: 

o areas of regrowth vegetation, identified on the map as high-value regrowth vegetation, that— 

 are any of the following: 
(i) an endangered regional ecosystem; 
(ii) an of concern regional ecosystem; 
(iii) a least concern regional ecosystem; and 

 have not been cleared since 31 December 1989; and 
o particular watercourses in the Burdekin, Mackay Whitsunday and Wet Tropics catchments, identified on the 

map as regrowth watercourses; and 
o areas the chief executive decides under section 20AI of the Vegetation Management Act 1999 to show on 

the map as high value regrowth vegetation. 

“regulated structure” means any dam or levee in the significant or high hazard category as assessed using 
the Manual for Assessing Hazard Categories and Hydraulic Performance of Dams, published by the Department 
of Environment and Science, as amended from time to time. 

“rehabilitation or rehabilitated” means the process of reshaping and revegetating land to restore it to a stable 
landform and in accordance with acceptance criteria and, where relevant, includes remediation of contaminated 
land. For the purposes of pipeline rehabilitation, rehabilitation includes reinstatement, revegetation and 

restoration. 

“reinstate or reinstatement” for pipelines, means the process of bulk earth works and structural replacement 
of pre-existing conditions of a site (i.e. soil surface typography, watercourses, culverts, fences and gates and 

other landscape(d) features) and is detailed in the Australian Pipeline Industry Association (APIA) Code of 
Environmental Practice: Onshore Pipelines (2013). 
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“reporting limit” means the lowest concentration that can be reliably measured within specified limits of 

precision and accuracy during routine laboratory operating conditions. For many analytes, the reporting limit is 
selected as the lowest non-zero standard in the calibration curve. Results that fall below the reporting limit will 

be reported as “less than” the value of the reporting limit. The reporting limit is also referred to as the practical 
quantitation limit or the limit of quantitation. For polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons, the reporting limit must be 
based on super-ultra trace methods and, depending on the specific polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbon, will range 

between 0.005 ug/L–0.02 ug/L. 

“residual drilling material” means waste drilling materials including muds and cuttings or cement returns from 
well holes and which have been left behind after the drilling fluids are pumped out.

“resource activity(ies)” has the meaning in section 107(d) of the Environmental Protection Act 1994. 

“restoration” means the replacement of structural habitat complexity, ecosystem processes, services and 
function from a disturbed or degraded site to that of a pre-determined or analogue site. For the purposes of 

pipelines, restoration applies to final rehabilitation after pipeline decommissioning.

“restricted stimulation fluids” has the meaning in section 206 of the Environmental Protection Act 1994 and 
means fluids used for the purpose of stimulation, including fracturing, that contain the following chemicals in more 

than the maximum amount prescribed under a regulation—

(a) petroleum hydrocarbons containing benzene, ethylbenzene, toluene or xylene 
(b) chemicals that produce, or are likely to produce, benzene, ethylbenzene, toluene or xylene as the 

chemical breaks down in the environment. 

“revegetation or revegetating or revegetate” means to actively re-establish vegetation through seeding or 
planting techniques in accordance with site specific management plans.

“secondary protection zone” in relation to a Category A, B or C Environmentally Sensitive Area means an 

area within an 100 metre buffer from the boundary of a primary protection zone. 

“sensitive place” means: 

 a dwelling (including residential allotment, mobile home or caravan park, residential marina or other 
residential premises, motel, hotel or hostel) 

 a library, childcare centre, kindergarten, school, university or other educational institution 
 a medical centre, surgery or hospital 
 a protected area 
 a public park or garden that is open to the public (whether or not on payment of money) for use other than 

for sport or organised entertainment 
 a work place used as an office or for business or commercial purposes, which is not part of the petroleum 

activity(ies) and does not include employees accommodation or public roads 
 for noise, a place defined as a sensitive receptor for the purposes of the Environmental Protection (Noise) 

Policy 2008. 



Permit

Environmental authority EA0001210

Page 13 of  17 

Department of Environment and Science

www.des.qld.gov.au ABN 46 640 294 485 

“sensitive receptor” is defined in Schedule 2 of the Environmental Protection (Noise) Policy 2008, and means 

an area or place where noise is measured.

“short term noise event” is a noise exposure, when perceived at a sensitive receptor, persists for an 
aggregate period not greater than eight hours and does not re-occur for a period of at least seven (7) days. Re-

occurrence is deemed to apply where a noise of comparable level is observed at the same receptor location for 
a period of one hour or more, even if it originates from a different source or source location.

“significantly disturbed or significant disturbance or significant disturbance to land or areas” has the 

meaning in Schedule 12, section 4 of the Environmental Protection Regulation 2008. Land is significantly 
disturbed if— 

(a) it is contaminated land; or 
(b) it has been disturbed and human intervention is needed to rehabilitate it— 

(i) to a condition required under the relevant environmental authority; or 
(ii) if the environmental authority does not require the land to be rehabilitated to a particular 

condition—to the condition it was in immediately before the disturbance. 

“significant residual impact” has the meaning in section 8 of the Environmental Offsets Act 2014. 

“site” means the relevant petroleum activity(ies) to which the environmental authority relates.  

“species richness” means the number of different species in a given area. 

“specified relevant activities” for this environmental activity means an  activity that:  
(a) but for being carried out as a resource activity, would otherwise be an activity prescribed under section 19 of 

the Environmental Protection Act 1994 as an environmentally relevant activity; or 
(b) stimulation activities; or 
(c) extracting material other than by dredging. 

“spillway” means a weir, channel, conduit, tunnel, gate or other structure designed to permit discharges form the 
dam, normally under flood conditions or in anticipation of flood conditions. 

“stable” has the meaning in Schedule 5 of the Environmental Protection Regulation 2008 and, for a site, means 

the rehabilitation and restoration of the site is enduring or permanent so that the site is unlikely to collapse, 
erode or subside. 

“stimulation” means a technique used to increase the permeability of a natural underground reservoir that is 

undertaken above the formation pressure and involves the addition of chemicals. In includes hydraulic fracturing 
/ hydrofraccing, fracture acidizing and the use of proppant treatments.

“stimulation fluid” means the fluid injected underground to increase permeability. For clarity, the term 

stimulation fluid only applies to fluid injected down well post-perforation.
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“stimulation impact zone” means a 100m maximum radial distance from the stimulation target location within 

a gas producing formation.

“structure” for the purposes of Schedule H means a dam or levee.

“suitably qualified person” means a person who has professional qualifications, training or skills or 
experience relevant to the nominated subject matters and can give authoritative assessment, advice and 

analysis to performance relative to the subject matters using the relevant protocols, standards, methods or 
literature.

“suitably qualified and experienced person” in relation to a hazard assessment of a dam, means that a 
statutory declaration has been made by that person and, when taken together with any attached or appended 
documents referenced in that declaration, all of the following aspects are addressed and are sufficient to allow 
an independent audit at any time: 
o exactly what has been assessed and the precise nature of that assessment; 
o the relevant legislative, regulatory and technical criteria on which the assessment has been based; 
o the relevant data and facts on which the assessment has been based, the source of that material, and the 

efforts made to obtain all relevant data and facts; and 
o the reasoning on which the assessment has been based using the relevant data and facts, and the relevant 

criteria. 

“suitably qualified third party” means a person who: 

(a)  has qualifications and experience relevant to performing the function including but not limited to: 

i. a bachelor’s degree in science or engineering; and 
ii. 3 years’ experience in undertaking soil contamination assessments; and 

(b)  is a member of at least one organisation prescribed in Schedule 8 of the Environmental 
Protection Regulation 2008; and 

(c) not be an employee of, nor have a financial interest or any involvement which would lead to a 
conflict of interest with the holder(s) of the environmental authority. 

“sump” means a pit in which waste residual drilling material or drilling fluids are stored only for the duration of 
drilling activities.

“synthetic based drilling mud” means a mud where the base fluid is a synthetic oil, consisting of chemical 

compounds which are artificially made or synthesised by chemically modifying petroleum components or other 
raw materials rather than the whole crude oil.

“system design plan” means a plan that manages an integrated containment system that shares the required 

DSA and/or ESS volume across the integrated containment system.
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“third party auditor” means a suitably qualified person who is either a certified third party auditor or an internal 

auditor employed by the holder of the environmental authority and the person is independent of the day to day 
management and operation of the petroleum activity(ies) covered by this environmental authority. 

“top soil” means the surface (top) layer of a soil profile, which is more fertile, darker in colour, better structured 

and supports greater biological activity than underlying layers. The surface layer may vary in depth depending on 
soil forming factors, including parent material, location and slope, but generally is not greater than about 300mm in 

depth from the natural surface.

“total density of coarse woody material” means the total length of logs on the ground greater than or equal to 
10cm diameter per hectare and number of logs on the ground greater than or equal to 10cm diameter per 

hectare.

“transmissivity” means the rate of flow of water through a vertical strip of aquifer which is one unit wide and 
which extends the full saturated depth of the aquifer.

“valid complaint” means all complaints unless considered by the administering authority to be frivolous, 

vexatious or based on mistaken belief.

“void” means any man-made, open excavation in the ground (includes borrow pits, drill sumps, frac pits, flare 
pits, cavitation pits and trenches).

“waste and resource management hierarchy” has the meaning provided in section 9 of the Waste Reduction 

and Recycling Act 2011 and is the following precepts, listed in the preferred order in which waste and resource 
management options should be considered— 

(a)  AVOID unnecessary resource consumption 

(b) REDUCE waste generation and disposal 
(c) RE-USE waste resources without further manufacturing 
(d) RECYCLE waste resources to make the same or different products 
(e) RECOVER waste resources, including the recovery of energy 
(f) TREAT waste before disposal, including reducing the hazardous nature of waste 
(g) DISPOSE of waste only if there is no viable alternative. 

“waste and resource management principles” has the meaning provided in section 4(2)(b) of the Waste 

Reduction and Recycling Act 2011 and means the: 

(a) polluter pays principle 
(b) user pays principle 
(c) proximity principle 
(d) product stewardship principle. 
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“waste fluids” has the meaning in section 13 of the Environmental Protection Act 1994 in conjunction with the 

common meaning of “fluid” which is “a substance which is capable of flowing and offers no permanent 
resistance to changes of shape”. Accordingly, to be a waste fluid, the waste must be a substance which is 

capable of flowing and offers no permanent resistance to changes of shape.

“watercourse” has the meaning in Schedule 4 of the Environmental Protection Act 1994 and means: 

1) a river, creek or stream in which water flows permanently or intermittently— 

(a) in a natural channel, whether artificially improved or not; or 
(b) in an artificial channel that has changed the course of the watercourse. 

2) Watercourse includes the bed and banks and any other element of a river, creek or stream confining or 
containing water. 

“waters” includes all or any part of a creek, river, stream, lake, lagoon, swamp, wetland, spring, unconfined 

surface water, unconfined water in natural or artificial watercourses, bed and bank of any waters, non-tidal or 
tidal waters (including the sea), stormwater channel, stormwater drain, roadside gutter, stormwater run-off, and 
underground water.

“well infrastructure” means infrastructure required for the construction and completion of a 
well including but not limited to cellar pits, dams and drill sumps. 

“well integrity” means the ability of a well to contain the substances flowing through it.  

“well site” means a maximum area of land disturbance for the purposes of constructing, installing and 
operating an exploration, appraisal or development well or such wells as part of a multi-well arrangement and 

includes well lease infrastructure.  

“wetland” for the purpose of this environmental authority, wetland means: 

 areas shown on the Map of referable wetlands which is a document approved by the chief executive on 
4 November 2011 and published by the department, as amended from time to time by the chief executive 
under section 144D of the Environmental Protection Regulation 2008; and 

 areas defined under the Queensland Wetlands Program as permanent or periodic / intermittent 
inundation, with water that is static or flowing fresh, brackish or salt, including areas of marine water, the 
depth of which at low tide does not exceed six (6) metres, and possess one or more of the following 
attributes: 
o at least periodically, the land supports plants or animals that are adapted to and dependent on 

living in wet conditions for at least part of their life cycle, or 
o the substratum is predominantly undrained soils that are saturated, flooded or ponded long enough 

to develop anaerobic conditions in the upper layers, or 
o the substratum is not soil and is saturated with water, or covered by water at some time. 

The term wetland includes riverine, lacustrine, estuarine, marine and palustrine wetlands; and it does not 
include a Great Artesian Basin Spring or a subterranean wetland that is a cave or aquifer. 



Permit

Environmental authority EA0001210

Page 17 of  17 

Department of Environment and Science

www.des.qld.gov.au ABN 46 640 294 485 

“wetland of high ecological significance” otherwise known as “high conservation value wetland”, is a 

wetland that meets the definition of a wetland and that is shown as a wetland of high ecological significance or 
high conservation value wetland on the map of referable wetlands.

“year” means a period of 12 months. 

“80th percentile” in relation to release limits means that not more than one (1) of the measured values is to 
exceed the stated release limit for any five (5) consecutive samples where: 
o the consecutive samples are taken over a five (5) month period; and 
o the consecutive samples are taken at approximately equal periods. 

END OF PERMIT 


