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Section 10 – Proposed amendment(s)  

Provide information about the proposed amendment(s) below. Only complete the parts of this section that are relevant to the application. Please attach an additional 

sheet to this application form if there is not enough space in this section. 

Final site design 

Reference Amendment  Current (if 

amending)  

Proposed Justification  

RA1 Amend Amend Amend More rehabilitation has been completed in the first year of rehabilitation 

than was initially scheduled. Therefore, the PRCP Schedule should be 

amended to reflect the actual rehabilitation completed between 2023 

and 2024 (i.e. an increase from 79 hectares [ha] to 101 ha). 

RA3 Amend Amend Amend There has been a reduction in the total disturbance footprint for this 

rehabilitation area (RA) (i.e. from 1209 ha to 1205 ha). Therefore, the 

PRCP Schedule should be amended to reflect the changes to the 

cumulative area available across all described rehabilitation years. 

RA5 Amend Amend Amend Delayed decision by the Commonwealth on the Southern Extension 

Project (SEP) at the Middlemount Coal Mine has prevented the 

scheduled disturbance and rehabilitation of this RA. Therefore the 

PRCP Schedule should be amendment to reflect the actual area of 

rehabilitation available for this RA. 

RA8 Amend Amend Amend Delayed decision by the Commonwealth on the SEP at the 

Middlemount Coal Mine has resulted in a delay to the commencement 

and completion of the Roper Creek 2 Diversion. Therefore the PRCP 

Schedule should be updated to reflect the total area of land available 

for rehabilitation between 2023 and 2032. In addition, these changes 

are also required to resolve a rounding error in spatial mapping. 

RA9 Amend Amend 

 

 

Amend The total area of land available for rehabilitation described in the 

approved PRCP is greater than what is available on the ground. 

Therefore the PRCP Schedule should be amended to reflect this 

(i.e. reduction from 78 ha to 72 ha). 
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Section 10 – Proposed amendment(s)  

Final site design 

RA10 Amend Amend Amend The total area of land available for rehabilitation described in the 

approved PRCP is greater than what is available on the ground. 

Therefore the PRCP should be amended to reflect this (i.e. reduction 

from 151 ha to 116 ha). 

Milestone and Milestone Criteria  

Reference Amendment  Current (if 

amending)  

Proposed Justification  

N/A        

Timeframes 

Reference Amendment  Current (if 

amending)  

Proposed Justification  

N/A     
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PTY LTD 

Level 9, 127 Creek Street, 

BRISBANE QLD  4000 

 

GPO Box 241 

BRISBANE, QLD  4001 

 

P: (07) 3179 2000 

E: info@middlemountcoal.com.au 

W: www.middlemountcoal.com.au 

9 December 2025 

 

Juliana McCosker 

Director | Business Centre Coal | Coal and Central Qld Compliance 

Department of Environment, Tourism, Science and Innovation 

99 Hospital Road, Emerald, QLD, 4720 

 

Dear Juliana, 

 

RE: Middlemount Coal Mine Progressive Rehabilitation and Closure Plan – Minor Amendment Application Supporting 

Information 

 

Middlemount Coal Pty Ltd (MCPL) is seeking a minor amendment of the of its Progressive Rehabilitation and Closure Plan (PRCP) 

under the Queensland Environmental Protection Act 1994 (EP Act) (PRCP-EPML00716913-V1).   

 

MCPL held a pre-lodgement meeting with the Department of Environment, Tourism, Science and Innovation (DETSI) on 

21 November 2025 regarding the proposed application. This letter provides supporting information to address Sections 6, 7 and 

8 of the Minor Amendment Application Form (ESR/2019/4956). 

 

MCPL submitted its PRCP in June 2021 in accordance with its Transition Notice following approval of the Southern Extension 

Project (SEP) Major EA Amendment Application. At the same time, a referral under the Commonwealth Environment Protection 

and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) was submitted seeking Commonwealth approval for the SEP. The SEP Major EA 

Amendment, PRCP and EPBC Referral were prepared on the basis of Commonwealth approval of the SEP being granted in late 

2021, such that the SEP would commence at the end of 2021. 

 

MCPL has encountered significant delays with the Commonwealth SEP EPBC assessment process resulting in a delay to the 

commencement of the SEP. It is now anticipated that a EPBC determination may be occur in Q1 2026. This will have delayed 

commencement of the SEP by more than 5 years. 

 

MCPL has accordingly needed to change its mine planning and rehabilitation schedule to that which was described in the PRCP. 

The mining direction and geometry has changed such that the areas of disturbance, spatial location of Rehabilitation Areas (RAs) 

and geometry of the landforms are different to those presented in the PRCP Schedule for the years up to end 2025. There are 

some RAs for which more areas of rehabilitation have commenced and others where less rehabilitation has been able to be 

achieved than what was scheduled. 

 

MCPL has reviewed and revised its rehabilitation planning for the coming years to identify opportunities to commence additional 

rehabilitation. There are parts of the waste rock emplacement which can achieve earlier rehabilitation with some additional dozing 

and grading which can be achieved in accordance with relevant EA criteria using site and contractor fleet. This additional 

rehabilitation would allow for the current shortfall in progressive rehabilitation in some RAs as well as the previously planned 

rehabilitation of those RAs (and others) to commence within the next 5 years. 
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In addition, updates to the mine planning that have occurred have identified that part of the previously approved mine plan 

footprint within ML 700027 is no longer required and therefore can be removed from the PRCP. This reduction in disturbance 

footprint has been included in the amended PRCP Schedule included within this application and reflected on the revised PRCP 

Schedule’s Final Site Design Reference Map. 

 

MCPL has considered the thresholds for a minor amendment as per Section 223 of the EP Act. Table 1 below considers how this 

application relates to each of the relevant criteria for a minor amendment (PRCP threshold). As shown in Table 1, the proposed 

amendment is consistent with the minor amendment (PRCP threshold) criteria. 

 

Table 1 – Consideration of Minor Amendment (PRCP Threshold)  

Minor Amendment (PRCP Threshold) Criteria Consideration against proposed Amendment 

(a) does not change a post-mining land use or non-use 

management area 

No changes to the site’s post-mining land use or non-use management 

areas are proposed as part of the Amendment. 

(b) does not affect whether a stable condition will be 

achieved for land under the schedule 

The amendment would not affect whether a stable condition will be 

achieved for land under the schedule. 

(c) does not change the way a post-mining land use 

will be achieved, or a non-use management area will 

be managed, in a way likely to result in significantly 

different impacts on environmental values compared 

to the impacts on the values under the schedule 

before the change 

The amendment would not change the way a post-mining land use will 

be achieved, or a non-use management area will be managed, in a way 

likely to result in significantly different impacts on environmental values 

compared to the impacts on the values under the schedule before the 

change. 

(d) does not relate to a new mining tenure for the 

schedule 

The amendment does not relate to a new mining tenure for the 

schedule. 

(e) does not change when a rehabilitation milestone or 

management milestone will be achieved by more than 

5 years after the time stated in the schedule when it 

was first approved 

The amendment does not change when a rehabilitation milestone or 

management milestone will be achieved by more than 5 years after the 

time stated in the schedule when it was first approved. 

(f) does not extend the day by which rehabilitation of 

land to a stable condition will be achieved 

The amendment does not extend the day by which rehabilitation of 

land to a stable condition will be achieved. 

 

 

MCPL has prepared: 

 

i. a minor amendment application form (ESR/2019/4956); and 

ii. a revised PRCP schedule; and 

iii. revised version of the Final Site Design Reference Map included in the PRCP Schedule showing the proposed changes to 

the RAs.  

 
MCPL considers that the proposed amendment is unlikely to result in impacts to the environmental values of water, wetlands, 
groundwater, air, acoustic, waste, land and land use that would be significantly different to what is described in the approved 
PRCP.  
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It would be greatly appreciated if DETSI could please consider this application and provide any additional information requests for 

MCPL to address to assist the assessment. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Almeroe De Nysschen 

General Manager 

Middlemount Coal Pty Ltd  

 



Spatial information  

GIS data associated with this application is available upon request to the Department of Environment and 
Science.  

Information on how to make a request is available at: 
https://www.qld.gov.au/environment/pollution/licences-permits/public-register  

 

https://www.qld.gov.au/environment/pollution/licences-permits/public-register
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